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Dear Friends,

In the 20th century, in a place of great evil and darkness, a place of power, 

violence, and inhumanity, a veritable Calvary, another Cross is raised up.  On this 

Cross, a Polish Franciscan priest, prisoner 16670, lays down his life for another 

prisoner condemned to die for trying to escape.

The name of the place is Auschwitz, and the Franciscan’s name is Maximilian 

Kolbe. In July 1941, when Franciszek Gajowniczek was condemned to death by 

starvation, St Maximilian said to the Nazi commander: “I am a Catholic priest from 

Poland; I would like to take his place, because he has a wife and children”.

As one survivor said, St Maximilian’s death was “a shock filled with hope, bringing 

new life and strength… It was like a powerful shaft of light in the darkness of the 

camp”.

St Maximilian had dedicated much of his life to working with the media to spread 

the Gospel and devotion to the Immaculate Virgin Mary. He had founded friaries in 

Japan, where St. Mark’s Family would like to invite you for the 2026 pilgrimage to 

show you christianity from a different perspective following the footsteps of this 

great Saint of XX century Maximilian Kolbe.  Space is limited for our once in a 

lifetime pilgrimage.

Blessings,

In Christ, Fr. Dominik Libiszewski  

Your Pilgrimage Features
 
+  Round trip air transportation, Orlando – Haneda Tokyo 

airport in Japan.
+ Internal Flights in Japan.
   Haneda (Tokyo) – Nagasaki 
   Itami to Akita      
   Akita to Haneda  
+ Fast Train Shinkansen, Fukuoka to Tokyo.
+  Land transportation via deluxe private  motor coach
+ Taxes, Fuel Surcharges, City Tax and Tips
+ Breakfast and Dinner Daily
+ Entrance fees to all sites on itinerary
+ Daily Masses
+ Professional English-speaking guide
+ The Itinerary is subject to change
+ Single occupancy supplement $1,000
+ Land only price (without RT MCO-HAN) $7,500

Fr. Dominik LibiszewskiFr. Dominik Libiszewski

Please Read This 
Important Information
Deposit - $500 (Payable on booking) 
Second Payment due - Dec 29, 2025 50% 
Full balance due - Feb 29, 2026

Each tour member must hold a U.S. 
passport valid up to 6 months after the 
scheduled return. The passport must be 
valid until December 8, 2026 

Application forms are available at your 
local passport office or U.S. Postal 
Service. Any required visas will be 
processed for US citizens only. Non-US 
citizens are solely responsible for 
obtaining any required visas.

Rates based on Double-occupancy, the 
airline tax and fuel surcharge and 
currency exchange rate(s) at the date of 
quotation to your host. Subject to change 
up to 30 days prior to departure.

Our Pilgrimage Our Pilgrimage 
will be led bywill be led by

L. P. Pilgrimages
WE BRING YOUR FAITH TO LIFE

Our Lady of Akita



Day 1: 29 May - Depart for JAPAN/ Tokyo
Departs to Japan. Overnight flight with service on 
board.

Day 2: 30 May - Arrival in Japan /Nagasaki
We arrive in Japan/Tokyo.  Then, we board our 
flight to Nagasaki, Japan. A Christian attendant 
will accompany you on this pilgrimage. Upon 
arrival, we transfer to the hotel. 
Overnight in Nagasaki. 

Day 3: 31 May - Pilgrimage to St. Maximillian Kolbe’s Sites
After breakfast, we depart from the hotel to the Monastery of the Knights of Our Lady, opened 
by St. Maximillian Kolbe.  Upon arrival, we visit St. Maximillian Kolbe Memorial Hall, following 
the visit, we participate in the Lourdes celebration.  We will celebrate Holy Mass at Hongouchi 
Catholic Church, which houses the relics of St. Maximillian Kolbe.  Afterward, we will recite 
the Rosary at the Lourdes Grotto within the Monastery (Japan’s only Vatican-accredited 
Lourdes-grotto).  We will enjoy lunch at a local restaurant. 

Our pilgrimage continues to the hill of Nishizaka, 
the site of martyrdom, and we visit the Memorial 
Hall of the Twenty Six Martyrs Museum of Japan, 
to view Christian materials where Curator Miyata 
will guide us. We also visit the monument to the 
twenty-six saints ( outside visit )  and St. Philip’s 
Church. Before returning to the hotel, we visit 
Oura Tenshudo which is the World Heritage 
Site, where St. Maximillian Kolbe conducted his 
missionary work.
Return to our hotel in Nagasaki.  Dinner at local 
restaurant with transfer. 

Day 4: 1 June - Hidden Christian Sites
After breakfast, we depart for the hidden Christian village of Sotome. We visit Karematsu 
Shrine ( outside visit ), a site dedicated to the priest who preserved the faith during 
persecution. Shitsu Cultural Village which is the World Heritage Site, (Shitsu Church, Father 
de Rotz Memorial Hall, the Former Shitsu Aid Center) and Endo Shusaku Literary Museum. 
We will celebrate Holy Mass at Shitsu Catholic Church.
We enjoy lunch at a local restaurant.  Afterward, we will visit the Hypocenter Park (outside 
visit) where the atomic bomb was dropped - Atomic Bomb Museum - Peace Park (outside 
visit) - Nagai Takashi Museum – Nagasaki Bishop’s Palace and Urakami Tenshudo (cathedral) 
which houses Our Lady of the Atomic Bomb.  Arrive at the hotel. Dinner at a local restaurant 
on foot. Overnight in Nagasaki

Day 5: 2 June - Shimabara and Unzen
After breakfast, we depart for Shimabara. We celebrate Holy Mass at Shimabara Catholic 
Church. We then visit Arima Christian Heritage Museum and the ruins of Hara Castle, where 
37,000 Christians were martyred (outside visit). We will enjoy lunch at local restaurant.  Then, 
we visit Unzen Hell, where Christians faced torture and martyrdom (outside visit). We return 
to the hotel for the dinner and overnight.

Day 6: 3 June - Hirado and Karatsu
After breakfast, we depart for Hirado. We visit the Statue of Francis Xavier at Hirado Xavier 

Church, where we will celebrate Holy Mass. We 
enjoy lunch at local restaurant. Afterward, we visit 
Shima no Yakata ( Ikitsuki Island Museum ) where 
you can learn about the life of hidden Christians, 
with a specialized guide. We transfer to Karatsu 
for dinner and overnight. 
Day 7: 4 June - Kyoto Exploration
After breakfast, we depart for Fukuoka / 
Hakata Station. From Hakata station we take the 
Shinkansen train to Kyoto.  Upon arrival, we 
transfer to the Kawaramachi area where you can 
enjoy lunch at your leisure, as it is home to Nishiki 
Market, a historic shopping street.  We celebrate Holy Mass at Kawaramachi Catholic Church.  
We will enjoy dinner at a local restaurant before arriving at the hotel. Overnight in Kyoto.
 
Day 8: 5 June - Kyoto City Pilgrimage
After breakfast, we begin our Kyoto City Pilgrimage from the hotel. Transfer to Daisen-in, a 
Sub-temple within Daitoku-ji and visit the dry landscape garden and the tea room, where Sen 
no Rikyu served tea. Afterward, we enjoy a short walk around Daitoku-ji (outside visit). 
We celebrate Holy Mass at Nishijin Catholic Church, Bishop of Kyoto Diocese. We enjoy lunch 
at local restaurant.  Afterward, we transfer to Osaka-Itami Airport for a domestic flight from 
Osaka to Akita. Upon arrival, transfer to the hotel.  Dinner at a local restaurant.  Return to the 
hotel in Akita for overnight.
 
Day 9: 6 June - Akita Pilgrimage
Breakfast at the hotel is followed by a departure 
for Eucharistic Adoration, visiting Our Lady of 
Akita at the Handmaids of the Holy Eucharist (one 
of the world’s 10 major Marian pilgrimage sites) 
praying the Rosary before the statue of Mary that 
shed 101 tears.  We participate in the Way of the 
Cross in the garden and celebrate Holy Mass in 
a Japanese-style Cathedral. We enjoy lunch at a 
local restaurant. Afterward, we transfer to Akita 
Airport for a domestic flight to Haneda Airport.  Upon arrival, we transfer to local restaurant 
for dinner.  After dinner, we arrive at the hotel in Tokyo for overnight.

Day 10: 7 June – Tokyo Exploration
After breakfast, we transfer to Asakusa to celebrate Holy Mass at Asakusa Catholic Church 
which is one of the six churches consecrated in Tokyo during the Meiji period. Afterward,  we 
enjoy free time exploring Asakusa, a district with the traditional atmosphere of Tokyo’s old 
downtown.  We enjoy lunch at local restaurant.  Afterward, we will visit Sekiguchi Church, 
the Cathedral of the Tokyo Archdiocese. Then, we proceed to the Fudatsuji (outside visit), 
the site of the Great Genna Martyrdom, and finally visit Takanawa Church, which exhibits the 

circumstances of the martyrdom. Free time in 
Ginza area. Arrive at the hotel. Dinner at hotel or 
local restaurant. Overnight in Tokyo.

Day 11: 8 June – Departure to USA
We enjoy breakfast at the hotel and have free 
time until departure. We transfer to Haneda (or 
Narita) Airport for our flight back to the USA with 
a new appreciation for St. Maximillian Kolbe and 
Our Lady of Akita.


